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Discussion

• Most of the participants imagined the perpetrator as male and the 

victim as female. This is the first study, to the researchers' 

knowledge, that examined this relationship with the gender-

neutral IRMA scale, yet these results do support the social 

stereotypes of gender roles and standards (Walfield, 2018; Talbot 

et al., 2010; King & Roberts, 2011).

• Participants with sexual assault experience had lower scores than 

those without sexual assault experience. This is consistent 

with research prior to this study (Vonderharr & Carmody, 2015). 

Empathy that comes with this experience might explain the lower 

scores.

• Contradictory to previous studies, there was a slight yet 

not significant association between the gender of the participant 

(Caroll et al., 2017; Vandiver & Dupalo, 2013) as well as class 

status on RMA scores. However, this can be explained by lack of 

diversity in our participants where most identified as female 

and/or upper-class students.

• Low scores could has also resulted from participants answering 

how they feel they should answer. It is socially undesirable 

to agree with explicit rape myths, and we are unable to measure 

implicit biases which is where their real myth acceptance may 

lie. Societal movements against rape could explain this decrease 

in scores as well (Thelan & Meadows, 2021).

Limitations

Conclusion

•Most of the participants imagined the victim to be female and the 

perpetrator to be male. This supported the idea that holding 

traditional gender stereotypes is positively related to rape myth 

acceptance.

•Overall, Rape Myth Acceptance scores measured in this study were 

low, with means of 14.53 for the original IRMA and 13.69 for the 

combined IRMA. RMA scores are decreasing due to public 

awareness increasing and lack of implicit bias

•It is important to further investigate the differences in perception of 

rape myth acceptance among college students to effectively educate 

students, increase awareness, and reduce the prevalence of sexual 

assault on college campuses.
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1

• Does victim and perpetrator gender have an 
effect on rape myth acceptance (RMA) scores?

2

• Does previous experience with sexual 
assault have an effect on RMA scores?

3
• Does class status have an effect on RMA scores?

4

• Does the gender of the participant predict the 
imagined gender of the perpetrator and victim?

Background
• Sexual assault is a prevalent problem on college 

campuses. Approximately 20-25% of female undergraduate students have 

been victims of sexual assault. (Black et al., 2011; Carroll et al., 2017; 

Muehlenhard et al., 2017)

• Rape myths are generally made to deny and justify sexual violence, 

which is predominantly carried out by men against women. The goal of 

these rape myths is to diminish the perpetrator’s responsibility and place 

the blame on the victim. (Carroll et al., 2017)

• Rape myth acceptance is usually based on one’s perceptions of gender 

roles and opinions on sexuality.

Predictor Variables: participant gender, previous sexual assault 

experience, class standing

Qualtrics survey posted on social media platforms. Inclusion criteria: over 

18, current college student in the US.

Methodology

• The Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale (IRMA) assessed 

individuals’ acceptance of rape myths (McMahon & Farmer, 2011; 

Payne et al., 1999).

• Included 22 items about beliefs about rape and utilized a Likert scale 

measuring agreement (from 1= strongly disagree to 5= strongly agree).

• Pronouns of the victim and perpetrator were manipulated to create 

two scales.

• Participants who took the gender neutral IRMA survey were asked 

whether they imagined a gender for the victim and the perpetrator.

Scale 1: Original IRMA

Perpetrator: Male pronouns

Victim: Female pronouns

Scale 2: Revised IRMA

Gender neutral pronouns for 

perpetrator and victim

Research Questions

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to identify and understand what role 

gender played in the rape narrative among colleges students.

Imagined Gender of the 

Victim among U.S. College 

Students

Imagined Gender of the 

Perpetrator among U.S. 

College Students

A total of 218 participants completed our survey.

• Majority of the participants were female (72.2% were female, 23.9% 

male)

• Majority of the participants were upper classmen (70.5% juniors or 

seniors, 22.1% freshmen or sophomores, and 6.7% graduate students).

70% of 
participants were 

female

Potential 
confirmation bias

Potential social 
desirability bias

With sexual assault experience: M=13.2, SD=10.82

Without sexual assault experience: M=17.45, SD=10.62

T(160)=17.75,p>.05

Between groups: F(4, 157)= .458, p>.05)

Gender of participant and imagined gender 

of perpetrator: x2=(6, N=84)= .202, p>.05.

Gender of participant and imagined gender of 

victim: x2= (6, N=84)= .316, p>.05.

Original IMA: M= 14.56, SD=11.04

Gender Neutral IRMA: M= 12.92, SD=10.70

T(160)=.964,p>.05


